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WS book tells the story of a project, stil
in progress beguh in (oViJﬁﬂCﬁ, KL J“""”j
the fall of 2002 by'myself and a 3rouf> of
young people irferested in thinking - abouf
foisiﬁffiffa of schooling. The sfory
inclydes many smallev stories of stydents’
time spent in school, happy and unharoy,

as well as thelr dreams of what SEHOOk
could de.

They are presented here for Teachers,
parents, and everyone else to read
and to act upon.




S0 HoW DO You FEEL WHEN YouwRe IN CLASS?"
"BORED. DULL. LIKE I'M GONNA DIE oF BOREDNESS."

“WHY D0 oU THINK THEY MAKE [T S0 1T NoT Fyw?"
"CAYSE Ir'’s S(HooL.*

WHNTS YouR FAVORITE PART of THE DAY AT SCHODL?*
“AFTER SCHOOL. | CAN GO HOME AND SLEEP

A 0@

This is the NoRM. Lﬂfjﬁ'itﬂle surveys show that
most high school  shydents are bored in class every
day and students of color are Jess tnjajed +han

white students which Lelps 4o explain uhy “they are
more !ike|)f fo drop out.

Our public schools are «fa(,mﬂ a w
MFﬁM} that worsens vacialized inccl/t!ahf/.

OF 300,000 sHydents across the a:unfr)/ who were
asked, only about half believe they are an

imorfant park. of ther i séod oty

. Students are apaﬂwe’ﬁc about schoal because fhey are not

m‘ogn'nzad or nderstood.

WoULD You CARE ABOUT A COMMUNMITY THAT
TREATS You AS IF Yoi ARENT ;‘mabomm /

T believe that our schools fail, at least in parT, because
we fail to 1‘:7 to widerstand Kids. Mnclfirsfandir\»j i:ejfns

with ﬂgkidqu{ then P;SIenmj éYOSE{P}.

This 1S 9 |I51‘t’;nirﬂ Proje,cf ) o.nc that asks students,
“IF You WERE IN CHARGE OF CREATING

THE BEST SCHOOL EVER whAT
WoULD [T BE? DRAW THAT ScHool,




PUIOSORY  PHIISOPHY

In order for students To feel comforfable sharing +heir T}“S IS ouy —=sotial f'mdﬁzmqﬂom\fé
experiences, ’rhey netd to feel resptdecl, not jqdﬂcd or N A csna
) , The orts develop social |maj|nm1wn b7
dismissed becayse of their age, I demonstrafe king us to nofice tld and creafe
MPM b), showfnq shidents that T ﬁ(/dﬂf o leamn asking : e our w and cre
our own vislons of what should Be-
from them.
With g’{hnojrapher Wendy Luttrell T believe that 5@2 T ask students to draw what should
an "attitude of curiosity” con help to buid be and then falk about the disparities
ctudents up Who ore of ten mqrjfnah'lﬂd- between what  Should be and what /S,

and W{} these d:’;Farf’r:'es exist — wﬁo or
TUA,MI i preven’ﬁ'ng Heir dream schools $rom
bccaminj a veality 7 i §

Y

Wi DRNING 7

ﬁ\lfsua(fzfﬂj school (opias is one way students can
reflect on whats nof WorKing for fhem n the fﬂ%hr ‘ﬁ’

“IT IS oN THE DAY THAT WE CONCEIVE OF A
DIFFERENT STATE OF AFFAIRS= 2 Vision of

what should Be - "THAT A NEW LIGHT
FALLS on ouR TROUBLES AND.WE DECIDE
THAT THESE ARE UNBEARABLE.’

CARTRE, axine Greene) Throwgh Fhis cxitical veflection, the students and I
(SARTRE, MMa work Together to understand Hhelr worid.



WETHODS

mf ¢ beginhing this ijec’r Tve infeyviewed 53 Students in grades
Kihdsgmfen ﬂlm’ﬂh \Lin libraries, after school pragrams, and
classtoams qll over Fovifence. Al but four of these students

go fo public schools ond most attend schools Serving wainly - poor
studenfs of color,

OUR CONVERSATIONS TYPICALLY GO LIKE TH/S:

T ask students to draw themsebes iy their 72af schools oy 4
hormal day. We walk fhough these drawings, falking about happy
and unhappy parts of the day as well 25 how “much freedom

shudents have ot school, These reflections are irfended o get
Shudents ﬂlinkinj sbout ther own wants amd needs, o fhat ﬁm}f can

translate these info an ideal. Students then draw “the best school ever”

ond we falk about how the ifeaf SthoolS show e Yeal sthool
to bt lacking.
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SUBTECTIV]Y

ﬁ\raujhou’f this Prq'ccT Tve made artwork— drawt'njs,paihh'nys,
and PrinTs-ra helP me. process and PuHicilE what T've learned
from these conversations, OF the images yau'“ see ih this book,
Some are my own dra\w:'h_qs, some are my re-draw;'ng of
stydents’ drawings, and most were  drawn by stydents Themselves,
So the authorship of this materinl 15 Complex, but since

I chose and oyanized the dmw{ys and shories ihcluded
here, 4he final word 15 mine. AS such it 15 crucial fhat I
acknowledge how my own frame of reference has shaped the
rc'Tellirg. I ama colkje-cdtim*ed,midc”s class, whife adult
ond the  students T inferviewed are mainly young people of
color. You'll natice that in some of my drawings included
here T visually encircle  students jn Pro’fecfr'va nests— and T
tend fo depict students as young children desFih the fact
that many o my ParTff.EPan‘]’S are adolescents. This 15 just

one way I can see my adult FcrsPecTivc shﬂpin_q my
rtprcfch’ra\’riﬂnﬁ of students’ experiences ~I'm sufe there

are many ofher ways my background leads me To tell

this story oh'fferenﬂy than  students WGMJ.‘

[ Make V0 tfaim of peutrafity ;
I only ¢loim fo speak my Truth aboul sihal

Ive seen aqnd heard.



PPOBLEMS POSED: =0 Bobity i

Students critigued both the ways their bodies are requlated i school
In ana])rzihj students’ drawings and words, four broad Clack of toom o mave_around & lack of choice oter food) and
caftjoriﬂs of school criﬂiut’.s tmarjed: SPATIAL/BODILY the space. of the School ~self.

PROBLEMS, Sotial Jemofionaf protfems, FEOBEMS ]

WITH THE CONTENT AND FORM OF LESSONS, MO\/ING AQO U\ f\fD .

nd Jack of qulonomy. Several sfudents quated *FEEDON" with the oy
fo move their bodies, which they couldn't do in fheir

CRAMPED" classrooms. They solved this Fmblm

in their ideal school o{ra\winqs by designing bigder
' ' Bu[ldinjs

and giving Themselves more oFPor’rmnifies fo move around

like dqnc&,jymms’ﬁcs, and w



Many students focused on \ack of fnod choice

in their real schools and advocated different
solufions in their drawings— Some healthy and
some  unhealthy- all giving them j«raaftr control.
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“TTS AN U6LY, Y6LY, U6LY BUILDING,
4 IT SUCKS. THERE'S NOT ‘A LOT oF LIGHT
QC L 1o sucimes o 1. eveennee
Yo Go ITS ALL THE SAME, EVERYWHERE.

IT GETS SICKENIVG." (Maya, Grade |2)

b

In response fo their real schaols’ monofonous,
ugly desi_qns students created dream schools that

were more free- {Iowmj and inhjmh’d indoor s
ond outdoors,
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Sixth grader Chris)rapher Was upseT that his
school  was deTerioquinj fo the paint of befnj
nof only ujly but also dqrﬁeraus.

His ideal School was fixed up and SFarklirﬁ clean.
He explained:

"THE PLACE OF LEARNING AFFECTS HOW You LEARN."



SOAL & EMOTIONAL. °

Students hoped for more responsive feacfers and
mare [NCAUSIVE school cultures. Their velationships in school
were clearly infeqral fo feeling comforfable enough fo 0

learn well.

"IF SOMETHING'S GOING oN N THE HAGWAY,
SOMEBOLYS GETTING BULLIED, [TEACHERS]  ©
DoN'T REALLY PAY ATTENTION T0 THAT.. THEY
DON'T CARE." (Diane, Grade [2)

‘Do TEACHERS HELP WHEN YoU'RE FEELING BULLIED 7" >
“No. THEY DONT CARE.

@ %

Students wanted their teachers fo show thaf 'H\gy
care by Mqin+afninq calm and SafeT)/ at Sd\ool’
especially when it came fo bullying, and by ¢dtig &
to know students wel ehoujh to meel them af their vel.



Gtudents felt their peers' fear of difference
made it hard 1o survive In Schosl withouT
conforming. They hoped for more empathy
and less _jualgmenf, and felt that closer
relationships with other sTudents and
teachers codld help , althaugh they
struggled o identify sysiemic changes
schaol conld make To be more inclusive,
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F@RM&CONTEM

"INSTEAD OF JUST MEETING A GOAL AMD BEIWG LIKE,

T 6or v 4, BUT T DIDN'T LEARN ANYTHING'

ITS LIKE, 'T MET THIS GOAL, Now How CAN T

LEARN MORE ABOUT THIS THING IM TNTERESTED IN?"
(Erin, Grade 12)

Students linked motivatioh with confent that is
refeant to their inferests, and with learning

through Aands-on experience yather than 7 Most of the older students I interviewed attend 4 progressive,
lccTLerS For older s’r:;fen‘rs confent was  relevant project- based high school uhere confent /" perceived 4o be
it it relafed o their joafs for the future, which were relevant, and hands-on learning happens  in ocal infernships.
d:recﬂ)l tied o their PQSSIOHS'

S "I LEARN BETTER HANDS-ON AN)’HMY ACADEMIC STUFF

- - JU&;EDOESNT WORKH%V]E’EIYST}E}ANEM(U%NZ{ TPE?FECT
&1(_, @ A

Hclod will i &éfé’r 't.JL erd, rgu Wam?{ lede. fios A PRETW e L j 0

’ 2
LR, B il by reccoels WITH WHAT I WANT To DO.“(Katie, Grade |2)
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¢ Some students connected ley with |earnin

acodemic content; M_O__S_T communicated
a need for More play .

" WHY DONT You FEEL FREE?"
"BECAUSE I DoN'T GET T0 PLAY."

FUN H | ME WORK
Jre oo\ MnoN A oo Ky Sb e Wads
(o0 0 Mivhocked) aipsic mﬂ3 edocatad .

PLAYING  ALL DAY LONG." Cludith, Kindergarten) g
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Rigid standardization of both curriculum and teaching
style were seen as problems fhat prevent - students

from ewer'dsiny aufonomy and haw‘nj their individyal
nﬂ'&(ﬂf met. Students wanted more aufonomY mainly
in Choas'\hj what ﬂw‘e}' jef o learn about.

This relafes o students’ need for velevant learning :
high school senior Liam said that students “are
able Yo find their passions in Schas) when school
Pu’rj "the power info your Ol hands. "

Tfea
B k PU!Q!\OT\
ck E’/P/ - ?L_S
Yoy / \/
+
&’ Lack of au’ronomy Was fquaﬂ'fd with lack of rg;feﬁf

gf/\e C/ Olrcet CKGLS& U for)muﬂ\,

grade|dance, Ym"’j? "THEY TOLD ME I SHOULD WA[T TILL AFTER I'M I8 To
5  (Meic | % MAKE MY LIFE. BUT I'm STILL A HUMAN BEING...
f

h & 115 NOT LIKE You BECOME A PERSON THE DAY
(\ You TURN 8." (Maya, Grode 12)




Riqicl sandards olso fail 1o respect that students are individuals
who all learn differently. Several students sqid that conformity

is necessary for success.
Maya Sujr]eSfed ih reSponse a mofe flexible Paﬂ\ fo qraduqhbh

ord varied feqCM;ﬂ styles that would appeal To different

Kinds of legrners

A fourth jradcr hamed Ich}\el,C added Kid feachers
fo her ideal school.

She explained: “THE TEACHERS ARE THE STUDENTS

AND THE STUDENTS ARE THE TEACHERS." ' L
T believe that fhese goals of autonomy and individyalization
She liked the idea that students would have more are parT of students’ larer need to be recognized as
pover ., Saneg Students like it beffer becayse e jd %j/{{){ %U_mﬁm. appreciated for their distinctiveness
and CGPGHE of act ing for themselves.

To be the boss of the feachers.”



N AW@ S O; °% sA V oﬂ / ¥ 7 Some, recoghizing the obstacles 5+ahdinj i fheir
What message do we send students when we forde

them fo me?wl theit days confined in schools that i P Mjﬁ @@ A@ &f 0

look like prisons, or schools that are {allihj aPar’r% s//\\fﬁ /

When we feed thet bad food? When we don't MY PARENTS WOULDNT GO FOR ANY OF THIS..YoU'RE NOT

Keep Them safe and we freat their differences as ;f/k LEARNING WHAT You NEED To LEARN, YOURE JUST PLAYING
problems? When we don't allow them fo pursue their ARDUND ALL DAY, "

l»n’reresiS, dcny_l'nj them actess fo Persanah)/ mgqnihjml{[\\‘ “WHAT WoulD U SAY BACK -
learnf;lg experiences, be these Ship bw'lal,‘,y; astronomy, % S S ke T u/fmrﬁ' : : I
or oolfdoar F,la)v? I'D SAY SCREW You. THAT MPORT, ;

dr %ﬁfm COLLEGE 15 TMPORTANT, BUT YoU ARE Y0u..Y0U CAN
D0 i\NYTHWG... You JUST GOTTA FIVD A WAY 10 bo "
(Katie, Grode 12)

%7 Drawing on the_hopeful pofential for change that all of
{Xf the students’ school Uitopias embody, senior Maya said

{/\\r *ﬁ % . that in order for chande to owur, "EVERYBODY HAS

any possibifities,
W ﬁl,\\F T0 Be WORKING TOGETHER. Collaborative action

AWD )/ 57)- belween adults and students- "THAT S REALLY

Despite these Serious broblems, the Students I WHEN 1T WoRKkS. AND STUDENTS ARE NoT
talked to still had enough KO{PE for our schools % ONLY PART OF THAT WERE THE B]GG_E_ST

o edvision Someting vetler 57 A PART OF THAT.WE SH0UL> v Wity .

We Send Students the messade that, as
for as school s Concerned,‘fhﬂy don't

MATTER very much. They disengade from
schaol becomirﬁ too J'adfd fo see



- WVEXT-STEPS: 's#j« %

» - » If'f hm‘ {Of us 1'0 hwh Sﬂfdehtf 1‘9 quTICIPU!TC. jh our - ® [ 0
0 conversotion about Schaohhj NYC tigh school students” * f we Jah'i’ ask 5WM$ what needs to change  in * their educa’ﬂans, 0
’ STUDENT WOICE RUBRIC demands meanin if’(udenf i ~ Many, most even, wil ccrfaml)r fqrwre the .school system, and ﬁmv*c ¢
s ¢ represﬂnfahon in such areas as Schoo gevemance, ° There are pn'uﬁy of schools in America whose ctudents are no’r A i
e School  culture  discipline, and feacher professional @ cpothelic="they are. given the chance o Jearn in medninqful ’
0 afeVClemmf. SchoolS can  use fﬁ’ﬂ meaSires o) e B iays each 4“):0' )(ef Thr P:mffq, .}.:.::Th ﬁ:: ﬁ\‘:f ’r:\eSc ﬁ‘“d.enffr ¢
ome & vije e e ol i i a
» such as this rubric To ensure that "students are 6 ’> r‘-‘| s; g:\:;d r? Er:u jere :T’ J';' js ; ) :‘“1"_9’ "
¢ children veared In condition overfy ,hun ge;
O osked what school could be doing betfer and then, @ $ 7 ° pEry HO2ET o
'] _ and stress.
) - listened fo. . B : : .
* @ p So while it is Wrong and undemocratic fo deny any: students é
' P * 9 i . @ the rj"\f To'(ff)'resenf their edycational J)ge!j Those who
. F . .rm‘Fer most from OFPYeSS!VC unre:pohs;w school paﬁcacf are
L \’hOSC who afready have the least. - ® . '

$ IHVOI"“F\j poor students of color jn chmlymj ithe ~ course

a ¢ ‘of their edycations s ]'th a mafter of Sﬁﬁbfdi/lf)%ldﬂ
L ' e e I have learned ‘ﬂ’qf f we are w;/mq To ask, ond listen, we o 4
¢ will find that miny of these students’ social imaainations are
o still intact ; meny are still alive te the po_cSrbtl'lhes of @ !

o
0 ¢ e . brfjhfﬂf future for “our schools. But in order
Teachers can alSo yse the aiff fo reflect with for that ;maﬁmaﬁoh fo stay qfive we must

04 their students about teachers’ and students’ ideal —® - Jow stidents To exercise it®
schools, In order fo creafe bolh greater undersfanding . . e
e belween students and feachers and <ofidn rg} In S o We must ask students fo imagine, lisken” O
& working fo tansform the STATUS QYO. ’O " 1o what “\cy have fo_ say, and mct
]

a @& = _ 0 L]
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Mary Thanks 1o Emrn)/ BrIjH for her
care and atfention %wuj}\auf this PrO‘]eCT,
and To‘ all the wadenﬁ, feachers, and
communi+)/ members  who Jent fime,

ideas, and Suppoﬂi I couldnt wish for
bettey collaborators, and this ook is for you.

I oam an j'ﬂtJSTmfor and Teacher based in

Povidence. Get in taich !

d?wach @risd.edu
alisonrutsch . com



